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count; unleſs we can equally: acquit ourſelyes 
and our Country- men of a ſacrilgious Miſappli- 
cation. of G o y's own bay Day, and a ſcandalous 
apt of all Publick Worſhip, If, once 
more, we ſtand clear of the juſtly beinous Charge 
af perſecuting the faithful Servants of CHRIST, 
and forturing many ſincere Prafeſſars of His 
A Fruth : Yet where it our Boaſting, ſhould We be 
fallen into the eh Extreme of Caring for 
5 none - , theſe Things : die wantan , Scofters, 
| whenſoever They ar are ſo minded, find an unmo: 
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Souk for anbum He dhed. Harb any Nariam ſb /; 
uſed: therr Gods, which yet were no Gods? Toi © 
13 Wl troduce Religion, and (as far as in them lies) its 
ce adoreable Object, into ſuch Debates, at ſuch Sea- 
ſons, and for ſuch Purpoſes, as thoſe now hint 
ed at, tod nearly reſembles the Malice, and ex- 
cds the Impiety, of the Philiſfines when they 
called for Sampſon 70 make them . And; 
what can be ſo reaſonably as that 
Omnipotence — affrofited ſhould pull down 
won the Heads of ſuch Mockers, and (may 1 
dot add? * r Fance Barbours. them 
122 purſuin 9855 x Jah —— 
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Theme of our publick 1npretres-thro' their de- 
kruQtive Conſequences upon the Morals of the 
Nation. Otherwiſe, it were but too eaſy to en- 
ge upon thiat- inſatiable Thirſt after ſenſual 
Nabe 6 that Lutbry and Lewdneſs which 0” 
tripread' the Land: That Avarice, Venality 
ud Wand of Publick Spirit, which are com. 
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Bauer, 66 become yet more enceeding finjull 
It is not even fuppoſed i in my Text, that Go 
Fudg ments will fail of producing the Refor mal 
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bem, and almoſt ready to give up the Belief of 
a f His Moral Government. But he ſoon recovers 
imſelf, and foretells their Doom, when he per- 
ves them adding Shameleſſneſs to their Impe- 
tence. * And he weg to ſee all his Doubts 
Willy removed, and his Denunciations 2 a zainſt 
tem abundantly Tn 7 
e hong the 15 5 Govettiour of the vie 
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Wipend the tion of the dreadful Sentence 
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Sever an Account of any Nation remarkably im- 
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it is true, and often 5 in preſent Appearance 
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Nations ſubſiſt, in another World. 4 f 
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reſt, if prudently conducted, nor will they (I 
yould hope) be. wholly unſucceſsful, on: this 
mportant Occation,— But if, after all, neither our 
areſt Hopes, nar our moſt earneſt Endeavours, 
„ bould find the defired Concurrence of others; 
e muſt then be allow'd to remember, that 
e Thing 5s ſtill more needful to us all, 'þ 2 
1 utely confdert ; which is alſo, by the AMA. 
re of Divine Grace, - more within our Power + 
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= 3 ende we Thodght tos fa 
har to make a. proper Impreſſion upon Us. A 
Thought however it is, for its Uſe and Import- 
ance, at all Times worthy to make the ſtrong- 
eſt Impreſſion: And it muſt ſurely. become yet 
more affecting, when by any ee dae Cauſe, 
4 Thouſand fall befide us, and Ten Thouſand, as it 
Were, at our Riglr- Hand. But, when the Earth 
itſelf openetb —  fwalloweth. up; not only ma 

ſands of our Fellow- Creatures, but large an 

1 and populous Cities; laying low tl 
geſt and moſt ſtupe ndous - Edifices, th 
Works of human Induſtry, and the -Boaſt off 
human Pride, for man 1 55 * ges: When (in 10 


PFropbet's Language) * the Day of the:L'oRD foal | 
be upon every Thing that is proud and lifiy, apo 
" every high Tower, and upon every fented Wall Wi u. 
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finding no Shelter in their moſt ſtately Palace 
* Sanctuary in their moſt magnificent Ten 
es, ſhall be forced to flee 70 the Clefis-of th 
1 ee ops of the ragg ed. Rocks; f 
Fear of the Lon p, — the Gl Glory of vs May 
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natural, how unavoidable, muſt the & 
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1 is in bis Noftrils !- For. eren inde oP, * 0 
1 counted-of ! And hence, 9211 AY 
Again, We are led to reflect upon a The 2 
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and the Vanity of Fee e N 
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Cain. "Whereas Ye know not what ſhall be on the * 
Morrow : Fur "what is Your Liſe? Or (let me 
1dd ) what is the City, : where: Ve propoſe. to D 
taffick ? Your Life is but as a Vapour, that ap 
pareth for alittle Time, and then vaniſheth a- 
un And as to the City, That may, with all 
its Wealth and all its Splendor, be in a Moment 
id wwafte into ruinous Heaps. Not that the Apol- 
e is here diſcouraging a prudent Forecaſt, Or 
neſt Activity, in our proper Buſineſs : He not 
ply afterward approves of them, when exerted 
i Dependence. upon the Lozvp's Fill, but may 
underſtood d to require them in Conſequence 
ncertainty of Life, when He concludes, 
2 him that 2 (that ſeeth an 
pportunity r-fit Occaſion.) 1% do Good, and 
beth it mot, to him it is Sin. Lou fee, the Tem- 
de ſured i is; not. that of a provident In- 
ns Tao pn Fuca: 


i a of one Kind or 


. 400 our Duty y.to Gop of Man, 


3 en is en being 1 
2 HI letting them .. 
4 e of our Attention, too too faſt Y 
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ol. and themſelves left wretched, and miſtrable d 


1 
| Hold of our Affections. And a Danger this is 
inſt which we cannot be too well guarded 
ur as a Snare muſt any unforeſeen Diſaſter 
any unexpected Call, eſpecially the laſt Aci 
ve Call, unavoidably come on all them Mat tell 
thoſe more eſpecially, who in their Hearts a» 
Affections duell, en the Earth ! But, | 
nn bed may 8750 alſo 2 Dal 
er of Senſjuality and Selfiſhneſs, but eſpecially ff 
ger of Sf in the Ufe of ſuch Good 110 [ 
as we may have accumulated. = bt 
There is not in fact any Thing, which na 
rally more indiſpoſes Men for the Exertion 'M 
their Powers againſt impending Evils, more di 
ables them from bearing up «when Diftreſs or 4 
guiſ of any Sort ben l them, or more di 
qualifies them for the amazing Arreſt of Dean 
whilſt it moſt of all expoſeth them do it; thi 
an habitual or exceſſive Self-Indulgence in a 
ſual 'Gratifications : A Sin, which eafily bf 
Thoſe, who not only imagine they are at p 
ſent * rich, and are increaſed with Goods and bu 
Need of Nothing, but flatter thernſelves that u 
dave much Good laid up for many Tears ye ſ 
come; and then, ny too natural a Tranſitig 
_ fondly ſuppoſe, they have nothing left to think 
. het BY 2, eat, rink and be merry 
Little confidering, that the ſame Night their 50g 
may be required een c boch that 7 20 
Things wbich They have provided. may as ſoon 
Sm edel by the real Proprietor of © 


© LukeXXl. 35. b d Cams Ne with Luke XII 


A 


and nated. Yet, of how man Thouſands 

e one or the other of theſe ay: been the 
Caſe !. And how forcibly muſt ſuch Examples 
preſs upon the Minds of wealthy Perſons the 
| eden our. Blefſed Lon p hath given them; 
a Direction, important at all Times, but on a 
be o Faſting peculiarly ſeaſonable) to convert 
beir periſhable e into better and an 
ing Subſtance, by employing a due Propor- 

ion of them in Works of Beneficence and Piety. 
r chis is what He inculcates in thoſe emphati- 
Words, ISsAr unTo You, Make to Your- 
e Friend of the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs ; 
„. when Te fail, Je may be received into euer 

ing Habitations. Vet, 
I Ones mare, We muſt-not forget The Wiſdom 
Neceſſity of conflant Prayer and hapi tual 
2 in order to prevent our being fa- 
Wy ſurprized by our laſt How. E | 
This is indeed a moſt important 1 
ent to be made of the diſaſtrous Events We 
we been conſidering. The Conſequences of a- 
ſuch unexpected Stroke, ſo far as they affect 
Fortunes or our Lives only, will ſoon A over: 
e the Conſequences of the State we are found 

by our Judge will follow us much farther, 
ul affe us for ever. Of Theſe we have the ful- 
ir S Intimation from Himſelf in one of His lateft 
at al longeſt and moſt. remarkable Diſcourſes to 
on i is beloved Apoſtles: Which no one, ſurely, ) 


| bn 
+. WM} . 


. * xVI. 9. See alſo REL fame 1 more fall bf 5 
oe, Tim. VI. 17, 18, 19. b Recorded in Matt. XXI 

. Mark XIil. and Luke XXI. | 
2 can 


* 


YG 
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„„ 
can read or hear, without being deeply affected Cor 
with the Calamities there foretold, as alſo with 

the Deſcriptions of ſome other Appearances, that 
can hardly be explair'd but by ſuppoſing a Re 
ference to the End of this World itſelf, and to High 
own ſecond Coming! to Judgment. But what 
would here chiefly obſerve to You is That Vai 
riety of Illuſtration, under which He ſets befor 
His Hearers the ſad Conſequences of being ove 

_ Tthen unawares on any ſuch Occaſion; and Tha 
Earneſtneſs, with which He recommends th 
Exerciſes of Watching and Praying always; 
the only ſecure Preparatives for zhoſe Things th 
were coming to paſs, and ſuch as could alone ei 
able them 770 ſland before the Son of Man. Nou 
wie know that, in this Inſtance particular 
Þ zobat He ſaid unto His Apoſtles 2 ſaid un 
All. And never ſurely can His Admonitions il 
more applicable, than to a Seaſon of ſuch ext 
five Warnings, as the World has lately been Wl 

- arm'd with: Which, altho' we have no Auth 

© rity to interpret them, yet may well carry on 

Thoughts forward to that tremendous Peril 

2 when Hx who hath, in a Manner fo extraordina 
ſhaken: the Earth, * ſhall yet once more ſhake 


* 
* o 
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This Earth only but alſo Heaven. ee of 
© Miſtake me not, as if, under the Duties WW! the 
Watching and Praying alivays, I were exhort1no C 
Lou to be every Moment of your Lives thin Eren 
of Your great Maſter's Approach, or even for i b hu 
7 proper Part of them a#ually upon Your Kn de 4; 
| . . tor fear of being furprized by Him. No: "Bite 
ae Xl. z6. b MakXII. . e Heb ? 
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Condition of Your Nature renders the Former 


ith impracticable ; and a proper Diſcharge of thoſe 


Good Works; "thoſe honeſt Employments, which 
Go D hath-ordain'd that we ſhould walk in them 
through Life, will as little admit of the Latter. 
But thus much You will permit me to recom- 
mend to All, that You never let a Day paſs 
without many ſerious Thoughts upon that un- 
WT changeable State, into which every Day ma 
8 finally introduce You ; and to Maſters of. Fami- 
Jl ics in particular, that You fail not regularly to 
all together Thoſe under Your: Care to a jornt 
Acknowledgment of Your continual Dependence 
won Almighty Gop, and a joint Application for 
His Protection and Favour. Nothing, I am 
xrſwaded, would have a more beneficial Influ- 
ce, even upon Your temporal Concerns, than 
hch domeſtick Exerciſes of Piety : not only as 
bey would naturally tend to ſecure the Faith- 
alneſs of thoſe, upon whoſe Faithfulneſs You 
nuſt perpetually rely; but as they would recom- 
nend You to That Bleſing, which alone maketh 
truly Rich. But, beyond this, ſuch Addrefles, 


Wnake Him Your Friend, whoſe Friendſhip will 


af the whole World befides. We have, indeed, 
i Commiſſion from Him to promiſe You an 
W Exemption from the ordinary Caſualties incident 
so human Affairs and human Life; or that, if 
e the deſtroying Angel ſhould be authorized to vit 
1 5 the Houſes around You, he ſhall have it in Charge 
a/ over Vour's. This would be a Diſcrimi- 
= 7 nation, 


f equally conſtant and devout, will in all Events 


be of more Value to You and Your's, than that 


304 
nation, for which the Retributions of the pres 
ſent State Were never intended. But it a, 
be ſuffieient, chat, with regard to Rotributions 
af anſinitely greater Moment, he Foundation of 
So handath Faure : Should Your Habitations 
and Your Lives, with Thoſe of all that are dear 
to Ven, be involved in the ſume Ruin 'with | 
Thoſe about Vau; amidſt all this Confuſion, 
the Lo RD: knoweth them that are Hs, and Will! 
publickly own them as ſueh in that Day when! 
He maleib up His Jewels: When He will put a 
final Difference, and enable Men and Angels to! 
diſcern, betiveen them that have Jy: Hin = 
hav tar Jerved Him „. 


70 Conclude : We of this Nation h r 
fome Years paſt, been-awaken'd by many awtul 
Calls upon Us of various Kinds. And we now 
ſeem to b be upon the Brink of a War: A wow! | 
burthenſome and uncomfortable at” beſt ; ini 
which. notwithſtanding the commendable has 3 
4 vity of 5 and our ſuppoſed Strengti 
3 PPP | 
at Sea, I preſume, no wife Man would, at av 
Time, pronounce Us ſuperiour to Danger. But 
if Glorying in our own Might ever can be pecu 
liarly unſeaſonable, it muſt» be ſo at a Time 
when Variety of Terrours, ſtill farther ſurpaſſ 
ing all human Efforts, have lately alarm'd us oi 
every Side, and may be to us alſo (how ſoon 
know not) the Beginnings of \Sarrows.— At ful 
2 Juncture, very highly muſt it become Us, 4 
4 e thus publickly. to humble ourſelve 

, 2 Tam. II. 19. 2 Mal. III. 18. 


* 


Wy ur ] 1 
o recommend —— and our ad ths dev — 


„eben and Blefing ? And, if cheſe Jean. 
nc cable Acts of Devotion be but accompany'd With 
a ſincere Repentance for our Perſonal Aas and 
ch fucceeded' by a: laſting Reformation of our Na- 
in, WM tonal Conduct: We may then ſecurely * Tru 


in the. Lox p. ur ever; jor in the LoRD Pn RO. 
lan is everlafting Strength : We may then hum. 
bly hope to avert His Juugments now in the 
Barth from falling upon our own Part of it; a8 
ao, by His Aſſiſtance, either to diſpoſe our E- 
nemtes to be, upon reaſonable Terms, at Peace with 
us, or effectuall to defeat their unreaſonable En 


W tcrprizes againſt us. However, ſince We ean 
ul neither be anſwerable for the Reſolutions of Men 
owl tor the Events of Things; fo long as we eo 


fientiouſly difcharge the Duties of our reſpecłive 1 
Stations, we ſhall the leſs need to be afraid of = 4 
ary ſudden Pear, or even of Deſolation itſelf wheh | 

it cometh. Our proper TREASURE is beyond the 
Reach of ſuch Caſualties. And ill would it be- 
come Us Chriſtians, to be terriſyd on ſuch Oc- _ 
alons as if our ALL were py ag or to be = | 
wnſoleable for any Loſſes we may happen to ful» . 
lain, Jike Men without Hope of any future N. 
ation. < We know, that, if aur earthly Houſe of . 

tis Tabernacle were di ſolved, we have a Building 
f Gop, an Houſe not made with Hands, eternal. 
n the Heavens. If this ancient City (which . 
Providence ever preſerve!) ſpould ſhare the Fate 


a I. xxVI. 4. b Prov, III. 25. .c 2 Cor. V. 1. of 
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hath 3 
and Mater is Go. Nay, 
Ay of the Lok D come, W whilſt We ourfdlyes 
alive 1 remain; in the which ( we are aſſured 
. the Heavens ſhall "poſe aw away with a great No 
ö and the Elements ſhall melt with fervent Heat, f 

| Earth alſo-with all the Works that are therein 

be burnt up! — Nevertheleſs We, according to. 

Prom ſe, lock for new Heavens and a new Ear 
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